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Shall the Youngest Suffer Most?" 


Patty Smita Hii 


Professor of Education, and Director, 
Grade Education, Teachers 


Y phil reasonable being can but realize the 
serious problem which boards of education 
and welfare organizations are facing in the 
distressing, but inevitable demand for cutting 
school budgets. 

While children should be the last to suffer 
the results of wars and financial crises, for 
which they certainly are in no way to blame— 
even under the wisest adjustments to such 
distressing conditions, the youngest members 
of the family and state seem to have to share 
the economic anxieties and serious privations 
of adult society. 

In so far as this cutting of budgets is done 
with intelligence, discrimination and justice, 
with undoubted evidences of having weighed 
and compared values in some of the elimina- 
tions which must necessarily be made in all 
educational programs of the future, school 
authorities deserve the confidence, sympathy 
and support of public spirited parents and 
teachers. But, when one whole age level—rep- 
resenting little children from four to six years 
of age—is ruthlessly, and often wholly cut out 
of the benefits of its share of the school tax, 
while elementary and high school boys and 
girls are either wholly protected, or only par- 
tially sacrificed, one’s sense of justice and fair 
play is both shocked and outraged. 

The pre-school period is one peculiarly sus- 
ceptible to disease and the influences of emo- 
tional strain and criminal surroundings. More 
care instead of less should be provided for 
little children from homes of unemployment 
necessarily permeated with an atmosphere of 
emotional strain and a sense of insecurity. 

It is a sad commentary on the intelligence 
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and humanity of educational authorities in this 
so-called enlightened country, that with all the 
upheavals of revolution in Russia, and the 
poverty and chaos through which Austria has 
passed, they have provided more protection of 
infants and young children. The little ones have 
come first in their educational programs. Dr. 
George D. Stoddard of the University of Iowa, 
who has been engaged in a scientific study of 
the learning which takes place in the first seven 
years of a child’s life, asks, ‘‘What evidence do 
we have that four college years for the average 
child is more valuable to him than four years 
of special education as a pre-school child?” 

I cannot believe that the boards of education 
and school authorities responsible for such ac- 
tion have studied sufficiently the outcome of 
such conditions. Surely they have not weighed 
the values, or willingly subjected the most help- 
less of all the children in their care to these 
unjust decisions. Nor do I believe that the 
teaching body as a whole is willingly fighting 
for unreduced salaries at the cost of curtailing 
service to all children, especially the youngest 
members of the educational family. We are 
told that the best teachers in our schools not 
only realize that they, too, must suffer finan- 
cially as other professions have, but that they 
are ready and eager to make any just sacrifice 
for the children in their care. 

Who then can best alter or influence these 
unjust and disastrous conditions? Teachers? 
A thousand times, no! Parents must meet this 
challenge and demand justice for the youngest. 
When parents protest, boards of education 
and school authorities must listen. For this 
reason a heavy responsibility falls upon the 
shoulders of parents for conditions in their own 
public schools. 











